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AN ADDRESS, 


&c. 


MEN OF IRELAND! 


S 


You are no firangers to the traitorous 
efforts which have long been made in both 
kingdoms, by a few daring and deſperate | 


individuals, to excite a ſpirit of diſaffection 
among the people, for the purpoſe of facili- 
tating the deſigns of the French, by intro- 
ducing into theſe happy iſlands that ſyſtem 
of anarchy and plunder, which, i in diſorga- 
nizing ſociety, and deſolating France, hat 
annihilated the trade, the induſtry, and the 
morals of her inhabitants. 

=” For 

ap 
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For ſome time paſt theſe wicked attempts 


have been proſecuted with a conſiderable 


degree of ſecrecy; but of late, the ſucceſſes 
of the enemy, and the lenity of Govern- 
ment, have encouraged the conſpirators to a 
more open avowal of their intentions; and 
the moſt criminal deſigns are proved to be 
entertained againſt the laws, the liberties, 
and the religion of your country, : 


At this important period therefore; when 


you are threatened with invaſion by a bar- 
barous, : and unrelenting enemy, 1 It becomes 


you to diſplay an energy commenſurate to 
the magnitude of the occaſion ; 5 not merely 
by ee thoſe Suing parricides who 


4 4 ad 


A 


ſhewing to the enemy, f {hs 35 you a are a 7 


| ſo vou are a united people ; and that what- 


* l 


ever differences may exiſt among vou upon 
lefſer ſubje&ts,—yet that in the great capſe of 


public liberty ; ; in the ſacred maintenance of 
the 


the Imperial Sovereignty of Ireland; in the 
Preſervation of the ancient and happy form 
of conſtitution of theſe realms; you are all 
united, and ready to periſh, in preference to 


ſubmitting. to the ignominious yoke oh! an 
e invader.” 


| When . 0 Men of lreland! os 
Parliament i is aſſembled. for the purpoſe of 
adopting ſuch meaſures as may become this 
awful and perilous, crifis, rally round the 
h temple of your laws, and ſacrifice to the 
| Urgency of the occaſion, every feeling di. 
connected with the immediate happineſs and 
ſafety of your country Bury thoſe degrad- 
ing animoſities which have too long pre- 
vailed among you. Adjourn to a calmer 
: moment the frivolities of a reform in Par- 
liament, and other little abſtraQ notions, 
which are only now. artfully preſſed upon 
your attention for the ſake of weakening 

you before the enemy; and prove, by a coa- 
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| wiſdom of your eonduct; and the bleflings 


I know, Men of Ireland, that this lar 
guage will not be approved of by thoſe who 
endeavour to divide you to obtain their ends; 


|... 
lition of firength and opinion, uniting in one 
common. league of reſiſtanee, that you have 


not departed from the invincible ſpirit and 


gallantry of your anceſtors; but that, as it is 
your pride to be free, it is equally your 
glory to be great. By fo doing, the ſucceſs 
of your efforts will be propertioned to the 


of peace will ultimately be reſtored to you 
upon terms which are not incompatible 


wich the national intereſt, and eee of | 


Toth ee N 


and who ftrive, by inflaming the paſſions of 

the people, to hurry them into all the guilty 
exceſſes of popular phrenfy, with the view 
of extorting from the fears of their country, 
thoſe conceſſions which ought only to flow 


from the purer ſtreams of her judgment, and 
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| hi: juſtice. But to the Patriot who loves 


his country, to the Citizen who feels it to 
be his firſt duty to wateh over her ſafety, it 
will be congenial to his feelings, becauſe it is 
in uniſon with his wiſhes :—it is only to the 
Traitor, and the Demagogue, that ſuch lan» 
guage can be repugnant, as inimical to their 
deſigns, I truſt, however, you will all be 
united to fruſtrate theſe ; and that it will ap- 
pear you are deeply penetrated with the ne- 
ceſſity of firſt ſubduing the enemy, before 
you permit your minds to be enfecbled by 
the idle eonſideration of abſtract 

of dubious and remote policy, when your 


attention ſhould aloné be directed to the 
means of averting the dangers with which 


you are threatened, from e invaſibn, 

and internal We ue 
dad not, Nen ef Inken d to en 
that able and diſtinguiſſied perſons in both 
Kingdoms have: contended for the neceſſity 
A4 | of 
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to be made at a ſeaſon of public difficulty 


lity, when, if unfortunately it ſhould diſturb | 


td) 


pdf a reform in Parliament; and the people 


have been led to expect it, from the vehe- 


mence with which their orators have urged 


it to be neceſſary. Far be it from me to im- 


peach the rectitude of their intentions; but 


without encountering the principle of ſuch a 
meaſure, or commenting on the policy of 


their conduct, I ſhall content myſelf with 
remarking, that every wiſe and loyal man 
will at leaſt agree, that this is not the mo- 


ment for inveſtigating either. Our preſent 


object is to preſerve the conſtitution, and 
maintain the independence of our country: 
any alteration in our em of repreſenta- 
tion growing out of the ſpeculative opinions 


of individuals, and which, in the attempt to 
introduce it, may occaſion diſorder, is not 


and danger: it ought to be calmly diſcuſſed, 


deliberately weighed; and, if neceſſary, cau- 


tiouſly tried at a period of profound tranquil 


the 


tg 


peace of the, country, our enemy may 
2 be prepared to take advantage of thoſs 
diſſenſions it may excite, for the purpoſe of 
converting them to his own benefit, at the 


expence of our folly. To make this ſubject 
f (which, whenever ſeriouſly agitated, muſt 
produce. all the ſhock of 3 Jarring - intereſts 
and diſcordant opinions) a ſtalking -h horſe of 
diſgontent for the people at this critical june- 
mn is in f fact only to call off their attention 


from the more important conſideration of 
the deeper national intereſts at ſtake, in che 
8 arduous conteſt in which they are engaged, 
for the purpoſe of encouraging the enemy 
to invade us, by leading him to believe we 
are diſunited among ourſelves. No tem- 
perate and prudent man therefore, who 
really wiſhes well to either kingdom, will 
talk of reforming the conſtitution at this 
period of time, when we are in a ſituation 
next to arms; but feeling the imperious 
neceſlity of unanimity throughout the land, 
fe he 


63 
ke will fay, Let all our ſtruggles now be ills 
rected to defeating the enemy, and then we 
may turn our attention to eee 
_— ourſelves. 8 , 


1 
— 


P. Men of Ireland, will be the lan⸗ 
8 of thoſe who are really the friends of 
the people, and of peace. Inſtead of preach- 
ing to you of your rights, they will talk to 
you of your duties; and rank among the 


foremoſt the love of your country, and obe- 
dience to her laws: inſtead of ſtimulating 


you, like the midnight whiſperer, to ſedi- 


tion and revolt, they will fortify your alle- 
glance by che purity of precept, and the 
loyalty of example. What are theoretical 
grievances, when contraſted with the prac- 


tical comforts of your real ſituation ? Inſtead 


of arraigning your Parliamentary ſyſtem as 
inadequate to its purpoſe, becauſe it is no 
in uniſon with the ravings of a Paine, but 
profeſſe to make property the baſis of re⸗ 

| preſentation, 


pineſs of the nation at large: look at thirty 
years of rapid improvement growing 5 


Cw 
preſentation, ſee it evidently promoting the 
great ends of its J nſtituti 9 the welfare of 


tively: operating upon the induſtry and hap- 


your alleged ſtate of decayed repreil A 
tion. Behold; Ireland indebted to che im- 
puted rotten part of her eonſtitution, for the 
limitation of the duration of Parliament, the 


reſtriction of the Penſion Liſt, and the re- 


peal of Poyning's Law v. Call to recollection 
how often your Parliaments have ſtruggled, 
with gradual and ſueceſsful zeal, to preſerve 
a juſt balance between the rights of the 
People and the prerogative of the Crowns 
What are the Treaſury, Civil Liſt, Reſpon- 
Wi and Free Trade Ry but fo — 


N 1 f is an inconteſtible fat, that the Ropongha of 
Ireland were foremoſt in the ſtruggle to obtain for her 


all thoſe advantages of lato | in whack ſhe Jum her- 
a f moſt, 


0 


6 
proofs to adduce in evidence of the patriotic. 
vigilance of your repreſentatives? And what 
is the independence of the Judges, but the 
rampart they have erected to protect public 
liberty, by the impartial adminiſtration of 
juſtice it enſures ? Pauſe, on theſe ſeveral 
checks upon the Crown on theſe valuable 
conceſſions acquired for the nation by your 
Parliaments — on the general advantage ariſ- 
ing to the people from the Executive and 
the Legiſlative branches of the Conſtitution, 
thus co- operating to reſtrain each other; and 
then conſider whether benefits like theſe, 
growing out of ſuch a ſyſtem, with all its 
attributed imperfections, are to be weighed 
at this eventful criſis, againſt the plauſible 
theories of ingenious minds, or the lighter 
ſpeculations of ſuperficial politicians? No! 
my fellow-citizens, venerate ancient inſtitu- 
tions; approach them with a pious awe; and 
touch them with a cautious, and a trembling 
hand. Remember, they have the ſanctity 
of 


aps 


y 
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volution in France. Let us wiſely "app y 
it, as the means of our own preſerva- 
don; by oppoſing, to the giddy contagion 
of dazzling but deceptious kyſtetns, q Juſt 


Coy 


wiſdom of our anceſtors has deviſed; and 
the experience of ages has confirmed; is not 
to be made the ſport of levity and raft 


leſt, in ſhaking the foundations ef our hap-- 
pineſs, we ſubvert the edifice of our glory. 
He muſt be a wiſe man who can lock 


| through the progreſs of time, and trace the 


* - 
E * 
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operations of ch ange in thoſe for 


government to which a people have been 
long inured. Never was a more terrible 


leſſon to inſtruct ue, chan the tragical re- 


and ſober reverence for the ſuperior excel 


lencies of our own eſtabliſhed: Conſtitution. 


In this way alone can 1 its Witt contribute 
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toe our advantage. ts 
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T0 you, Men of f Ireland, the ſcene js dif 
ferent, 


(41 


ferent. In the riſing proſperity - of your 
country, in the mildneſs of your laws, the 
increaſe of your trade, the improvement of 
your manufactures, and the growing riches 
of your kingdom, you have the happieſt 
refragable teſtimony of a juſt attention on 
the part of your rulers to realize the end of 
government, by making the happineſs of 
the ſubject the object of their ſolicitude. 
Turn then from the traitors who would be- 
tray you, from the demagogues who would 
deceive you; and ,,relying upon the Confti- 
tution you already poſſeſs as a more ſolid ſe- 
curity for the continuance of your proſperity 
than any which can be tendered to you by 
the ſpurious philoſophers of the day, direct 
your attention only to the immediate ſitua- 
tion of your country, threatened with inva- 
ſion by a numerous and neceſſitous people, 
whoſe extraordinary exertions are ſolely the 
ae of a deſpair excited by the miſery of ; 

their 


y : x 
: 
et 


their * Nalin from a tend of 


** 


_—_ moral tie ah * ee has bis 


It is not to their 8 3 we are 
to aſcribe the ſucceſſes they have obtained; 


but to the unexampled inſtance of their for- 


pulation, and revenue, beyond the ordinary 


| bounds of policy and juſtice, by means the 


moſt flagitious that ever the dark page of 
tyranny recorded, to awaken the reſentment 
of indignant man. With them every thing 
has been ſacrificed to military enterpriſe, 
Let this reflection unite men of all religious 
perſuaſions againſt the common enemy of 
every ſect profeſſing to believe in the doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity, It is not the Catholic, 


it is not the Proteſtant, in the event of their 


ſucceſs, that would be favoured. Each in his 


ara. would be the victim of their ferocity ; 
whilſt 


-. 


1 | 
whilſt the plunder of all, andthe ſubverſion 
of the altars of both, would alone be the im- 
pious objects of their predatory fury. A 
ſenſe of common danger therefore ſhould be 
the bond of general union. 


In vain will it be urged, - Lou have 
little to apprehend; that France, emanci- 
pated herſelf, ſeeks only to liberate other 
nations. What have been the effects of her 
fraternizing ſyſtem in thoſe countries into 
which ſhe has penetrated by her principles, 
or her arms? Have grievances been re- 
dreſſed? Have the laws been maintained? 
Flas property been protected? Has ien 
been revered? Look at the univerſal wreck” 
of each, in every province added to ber do- 
minion. Enormous contributions of money 
extorted from the poor as well as the rich, 
to the utter ruin of whole cities ; deſolation 

poured into the heart of Germany, and 
Italy all the ferocious days of Attila re- 
8 | vived: 


1 
* 


GN 


vived; | hoſtages torn. away tins their fa- 


milies, to linger in the fetters of captivity, 
until redeemed oy. the ruin of their rela-, 


tives 3 proviſions and property alike in re· 


quiſition; 3 with. innocence and chaſtity. a 
prey to the brutal exceſſes of a licentious 


ſoldiery ! Theſe are among the many 
proofs they have exh 


bited of the modera- 
tion of their conduct, and the philanthropy 
of their views, in forcing upon the van- 
quiſhed the poverty and ruin they have en- 


tailed upon themſelves. Behold the peaceful. 


peaſantry of Germany and Italy, goaded by. 
deſpair, riſing up in maſs to burl their 


violating their women, and heaping upon 


inventive cruelty can inflict l See them, in . 


other places, ſparing the injured and induſ- 
a * trious 


chains at their oppreſſors! Survey the ar- 
mies of Jourdan, Moreau, and Buonaparte, 
murdering theſe innocent people, driving 
off their cattle, deſtroying. their villages, 


| 


5 

| trious farmer, only to ſacrifice him to the ſire 

or the ſword of the enemy, by forcing him 
to work at their entrenchments; or, by 
driving him with the bayonet, to drag their 
convoys, baggage, or artillery, to the field! 
Contemplate theſe various ſcenes of ſavage 
and atrocious tyranny, and then ſay, Where : 
is the virtue, the honour, the humanity, of 
theſe lofty preachers of the rights of men? 
Every where a violation of principle A dere- 
liction of feeling, a contempt of juſtice, an 
invaſion of property ! Theſe are the mourn- N 
ful footſteps they have imprinted in the 
countries they have ravaged, traced in the 
tears, the nyt and the wretchedneſs of 
the N iſhed! 


But what is the —— of France 
itſelf? The parent no longer ſends his off. 
ſpring to the field animated with the tale of 
liberty. My ſon, ſays he, for what are we 
baten. We" have deſtroyed thi har- 

0 25 U mony 
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mony of order, to eſtabliſh the reign of anar 


chy ; we have trampled upon our laws, to 
ſubſtitute with impunity the violation of 
every moral principle; and we have mur- 


dered our king, to raiſe up the empire of 


hies aſſaſſins! Our temples have been de- 
ſtroyed; our venerable paſtors have deen 
| butchered; the purer doctrines of our faith 


have been ſupplanted by a ſacrilegious ho- 


mage to the manes af a Marat; and the ſta» 


tues of our ſaints have been ſucceeded by the 
buſts 'of 'our oppreſſors. Is this the liberty 

we were promiſed, when, obedient to ihe 
voice of our country, we ruſhed to eſtabliſh | 
her reign ? Or, is it a tyranny with which 


we are ſmitten, as a ſcourge for the meaſure 


- 


of our crimes? Behold confidence deſtroyed; 
Private vengeance uſurping the name of pub- 

he juſtice; terror darkening the land; civil 
war convulſing us within, and ſoreign ene- 


mies diſtreſſing us without; whilſt famine; | 
OY ri our ſtreets, echoes but the 
W 


1 
groans of our diſtracted country ! View 


wilerica, the awful chaſteings of an oſs 
+ nh cox ee t Py 


11 3 * Men of Ireland! theſe will be the.ſen- 
timents of every reflecting parent to whom 
the tyranny of requiſition yet has left a ſon; 

and who, while ſtanding upon the ſmoking 
ruins of his country, and furveying the wide- 
ſpreading embers of deſolation which ſur- 
round' him, ,will point them to him as a 
dreadful beacon to forewarn him from the 
dangerous illuſions of enthuſiaſm, and the 
| fatal conſequences reſulting from. a ſudden 5 
and convulſive change in the moral and po- 
litical conditions of ſociety. Yet theſe are 
te people, thus ſtigmatized by crime and op- 
preſſion, with whom you are invited to fra- 
ternize, and who idly 1 imagine the difficul- 
ties of ſubduing you will be lightened by 
2 ng e * divide you, and a ſen- 


timent 


— LY 
timent of prepoſſeſſion in their favour; mY | 
if it were poſſible, diſowning your allegi-- wm 
ance, that you can be blind to your intereſt, - 
and reliriquiſh the bleſſitigs of real hbetty. for | 
* the miſeries of anarchy and ſervitude; | But” 
can it be ſuppoſed that, in ani ſituation; you” 


, will ſubmit to be treated as a eonquered peo- 
ple? Above all, will you;bend to an enemy 


ou have ſo often deſpiſed; and who, in he 
endeavour to ſubdue you, will ſeek, like the 


; 
F Romans; by tranſplanting i into your ſoil the 
R ' poiſonous root of bis own inſtitutions, to 

5 extirpate every veſtige of your former hap- 

« pineſs and renown, by the ſubverſion of your 
* laws, the degradation of your morals, and 
N the deſtruction of your religion? In ng. 
i ſituation, I truſt, could the ſpirit of either 


9 kingdom endure ſo ignominious an idea. 
a- No, Men of Ireland every misfortune is 
* light compared with the humiliation' of our 
on country. It is only i in the perilous conjune | 
* ture; and the trying beraten, that the ge- 

nt Dinh i 3, | nius 
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nius of an independent nation aſſerts i its ſu u- 
periority. To what have we hitherto been 
5 indebted for whatever of pre- eminence we 


enjoy over the. enemy, but to the excellent 


nature of our government, which cheriſhes : 
public induſtry by the ſtimulus of an in- 


violable ſecurity to property, and confers 


upon all the bleſſings of a real, viſible, and 
91 practicable equality, by raiſing the humbleſt 


peaſant above the arm of oppreſſion, and 


ranking him on a level with the proudeſt 
; Peer of the realm, when placed within the 
pale of the law? This is the only equa- 
| lity that can have a permanent duration 
in ſociety, becauſe it is derived from the 
rights, and not from the caprices, of men; 
and theſe have their limits in the law, 
. which all may comprehend, and none can 


tranſgreſs. This is the equality which we 
have all the happineſs. to enjoy. How 


different from that chimerical equality, 


wh" ſpringing out of anarchy, and diſ- 
A e 55 daining 


K 


| as * en the * 
_ which afflicted Greece, and all the horrors 
that have blackened France! What gives to 

land i its value, but the- ſecurity c of the tenure Þ 
and what imparts ſolidity to the tenure, but 
| 15 nature of the government under which 


is held? In France even now, where, 


— > a leſs cruel ſyſtem. of ad- 
4 miniſtration. prevails, landed property, of 


ancient and unforfeited title, is felling at 


* three years and a half purchaſe. What i is 


the reaſon of this extreme depreciation, but 


that the proprietors wiſh to emigrate from a 
ſoil in which there is neither ſecurity for 
perſons or property ; and to ſhelter them- 


ſelves in ſome foreign land, where, far from 


| the tumults and injuſtice of their country, : 


they may live at leaſt in peace, and raiſe 


their ſtifled prayers to heaven in gratitude 
2 for their eſcape? In what climate'does land 


bear any ſimilar value to its price with us? 


Where | is the country whoſe weakh, whoſe 


B 4 8 Induſtry, 


7 


ear 


induſtry, whoſe commerce can be compared 
| with that of Great. Britain, and Ireland, ia 
proportion to the extent of their territory : 
and population? Or, where are the king- 
dms, in which man, meaning well, anxious 
to be happy himſelf, and not to invade the 
| peace, of others, is more protected in his li | 
berty, or cheriſhed i in his induſtry? Would 
theſe advantages, grow ing out of, and inter- 
woven with, our Conſtitution, be left to us 
in the event of conqueſt? Or, would pre- 
ſumed grievances be remedied in the caſe of 
a ſucceſsful invaſion? Has the voice of the 
people been heard in Brabant? Have the 
laws of nations, and the ſacred rights of neu- 
trality, been reſpected in Tuſe any, or Swit- 
zerland? Have the Dutch, in the purſuit 


of a fallacious freedom, | been able to regain | 
their real independence? Or have they, in” 


the ſtruggle to emerge from anarchy, been 
able to recover their commerce, or ſhake off 
: their conquerors 4 In vain have they un- 


* 


„ 33 x 8 
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| has all their wealth been draiued to 5 


03 


gratefully deſpolled che Arbe of * | 
illuſtrious founder of their liberties;' in vai 5 


rapacity of their Invaders; in vain have they | 


| imploted to be left to/eflablififor themfeteeb 
that form of Sover nent beſt ſuited to the 


habits and genits of the people; in vai | 
have they entreated to be 'relieved from the! 


preſence and the burden of the armies of the 5 


Convention. OO to = humble 


Principles, thay exhibit the moiety pie- 2 


: ture of a plundered and degraded people, | 
to whoin' nothing is left but to ſhare the 


fortunes and the mĩſeries of their conquerors, 


by che adoption of their laws, their cuſtoms, 


their manners, and their crimes. The ends 


of tlie enemy would be defeated by leaving! 


you in the poffeſſion of any of thoſe means 
by which you might hope to obtain the re- 
covery of your liberties ; and it would be 


too late, when levelled to the low condition | 


1 1 . 


» reproa bim with 
5 having deceived them, when all were re- 
duced to the miſerable. ſtate of a ſervile obe- 
dience to his will. To thoſe, therefore, who 
mean Reform, their object would not be 
ſeek to aggrandize themſelves, their end | 
- would not be attained, The treaſon of the 
Traitor would early be deſpiſed by the con- 
queror; and the temporary conſequence of 
the Demagogue would ſoon be ſucceeded 


by the permanent ſlavery of the individual. 
Every man would be cruſhed i in the general. 
ruin, whoſe character or talents might have 
an influence in redeeming the liberties of 
5 his country while the muſket and the guil- 
lotine (as in their new dominions) would 
alone be the iron ſceptres to goyern the 
people. 


4 by ” 
1 7 
* 


4 
. 
* 
* 
Nor . 
* 


| on *7') | 
Nor deem this, Men of Ireland, an ex- | 
4 Seat picture of the miſeries that would 

| await you. That dreadful ſyſtem of private 
| aſſaſſination, which; to the etertal diſgmce. 

ol its ſanguinary adherents, is already be- 
Sinning to reproach you - with its ſhame, 
| may be conſidered as an awful earneſt of 


we public maſſacres that would enſue; if 
b theſe! deſperate and abandoned men; aloof 
1 from the reſtraints of conſcience, were raiſed 


by commotion to ſituations above the im- 


mediate controul of power. In ſuch a ſcene 
l where would the virtues find their chelter? 
5 In the tumult of inſurrection where ! 18 che 
1 protecting ſhield of public juſtice? In the 
e Lo - tempeſt of the paſſions the cries of inno- 
f cCeence are drowned. Sparta, Athens, Rome, 
5 | like France, in theſe intemperate moments 
d of national delirium, alternately ſacrificed 


their moſt valuable citizens to their Preju- 
dices, and lamented them when only on 
their tombs, « or their ſtatues, they could 


„ 
hed. the Glent ſorrows. aner, 
; nes ee 


al 3 therefore, to whom the real 
freedom and happineſs 
dear, are e intereſted: in oppoſing an 


of their country are 


enemy, whoſe only object is to pillage and 
deſtroy. In the caſe of a generous adver- 
ſary, the ignominy of ſubjection might be 
ſoftened by a reſpe& on the part of the Con» 
queror for the laws, the property, and the 

| religion of the vanquiſhed. But here —the 
grave of civilization opens to entomb them 
all! It is not your ſtatues, it is not your 
pictures they claim. It is the degradation 
of. the national character they ſeek; it is 
the ſubverſion of the Britiſh Conftitution 
they demand. Theſe two objects obtained, 


bl * they would leave to you nothing but a de- 
|  folated iſland, with the ſad remembrance of 

2 1 to PIs the conſciouſneſs 
1 8 beef . £4 : BY Rouſe, 


V 
'Rouſe: therefore, Men of Ireland; to the 
defence of your coaſts! The voice of your 
country calls upon you in cheering accents 
to vindicate her rights; and bids you firmly 
truſt, while true to yourſelves, that the at- 
tempt to ſubdue you will be as impotent as 
the efforts of Philip the Second to ſubjugate 3 
England ! A brave and martial people, ani - 
| mated with the love of independence, and 
united in the cauſe of liberty, are not to be 
ſubdued by the cohorts of anatchiſts ! Let 
them invade you when they will, if they 
can elude the vigilance. of the fleets of 
England ; the attempt, generated in deſpe- 
ration, will only. terminate in their diſmay. 7 
Temporary confuſion and momentary di- 


treſs they may occaſion ; but permanent 
victory they _ never obtain. Every 2 
ditch will be a fortification they muſt carry, 7 
every breaſt will be a rampart they muſt 
ſtorm, every hamlet will pour forth its little 3 
| Population to multiply their difficulties; ; and 


0 3 1 5 

the {Back dellruction of kite: armies (if * 
' ſhould* preſume to land) will ultimately 
avenge the fall of choſe martyrs who may 
have died in the defence of their country. 
No, Men of Ireland! Victory never can be 
theirs, whilſt liberty and virtue are yours! 

Nothing can ſubdue you but INTERNAL 
DISSEN SION ! If you ſuffer this hydra to 
invade you, you will only add to the me- 


lancholy inſtances already recorded in hiſ- 


tory, and periſh, like other fates, more by 
the wounds of civil diſcord, than from the | 


ſuperior courage of an invading enemy. 


But 1 truſt you will keep this many-headed 


monſter, like the enemy, from your doors, 


and perpetuate, by the harmony and energy 


of your conduct, the duration of your in- 


dependence to the remoteſt period of time. 5 


Theſe, Men of Ireland, are the animating 
hopes 1 ch, detached from foreign aſſiſt- 


ance, belong to your local Gtuation and cha- 


race! r. 


(37) 1 
clue But, when you conſider the pro- 
tection you are entitled to claim, and will 
aſſuredly receive, from your ſiſter country, 
and how many of her gallant ſons will 
haſten to your, ſhores in the event of the 
enemy” carrying his threats into | execue. 
tion, it fortifies the confidet e of ſucceſs, 
3 by ſtrengthening it with the aſſurance of 
victory. The maritime force of England 
(ſtill increaſing) has already riſen to an un- 
paralleled pitch of proſperity ; while the na- 4 
vies of the French Republic, and of our other 
enemies, are nearly annihilated, - | The inſu- 
lar ſtrength and wealth of Great Britain. and. 
Ireland are beyond the. example of any for- 
mer period 7 whereas the reſources and pub+ 
lic credit of France are at the loweſt ebb, her 
trade deſtroyed, and national bankruptcy. 
prevailing in every part of her dominions, | 


Theſe are the enviable conſequences reſult- 
ing to us from enjoying, in the higheſt de- 
gree, the ſecurity of liberty and property; 


and 


- 


* 


(i 32) 
and a comments, Gen under an | 
the i interruptions inſeparable from a ſtate of 
wee, is the OY effect os both. 

Such! is our fn. Locke french b be· 
Fa every {pecies of diſtreſs which can grow 
out of national crimes, whilſt their miſery, 
augmenting by the univerſal failure of 
their credit, proportionably e to 


e che downfal of Their _ | 


Ow 


TY 


1 
* 


21 ee therefore the means 105 both, 
28 adapted to the object which each have in 
| view, you will arrive at a reſult as confola- 
' tory to your hopes 2s it muſt be diſpiriting 
to the enemy who'is fecking ts fubdue you. 
On the one ſide you have to place the pow- | 
.  erful reſources of a great and well-regu- 
_ lated nation againft the deſperate means of 


+. exhauſted and licentious empire; and on 
the other you have to weigh a government 
2 n in the temperate dominion of the 


m_ | TH Popes; | 


| of modern innovators? No; it is the gra- 


4-283 3 
People, againſt a tyranny ſupported: by the 


grinding deſpotiſm of the rabble. The al- 


ternative is alone what, intereſt dictates To 


unite in the defence of your country, by 
 zealouſly co-operating to ſupport that happy 
form of conſtitution. under which vou! have 
ſo long flouriſhed, and to which your chil- 


dren are entitled to look, as the beſt inhe- 


ritance you, can, bequeath to them. Was 
this maſter- piece of human wiſdom the 


work: of a day, like the ſhallow ſyſtems 


dual and admirable reſult of a ſeries of prin- 


ciples growing out of time, which, uniting 
in harmony together, uave ultimately con- 
tributed to all our greatneſs, by finally ſhel- 
tering us from thoſe ſtorms to which the 
uſurpation of Princes, and the tyranny of 
Factions, alternately expoſed both kingdoms 
in the progreſs of its ſtructure. Oppoſe to 
this a bleeding empire ſtruggling between 


dhe ſilence of, laws. and the abſence of mo- 
C 1 rals; 


41 
rals; a prey to the agitations of revolutio- 
nary principles ; the ſport of factions; and 
the theatre of crimes ! the wounds of anar- 
chy rankling in her fide ; the pillars of ſoci- 
ety caft around her; and the- blood of her 
children flowing on her ſoil! Men of Ire- 
land, I give you the picture; make the ap- 
plication. Thus may you be ene from 
the miſeries I have Fare 

| Let BY therefore Akt you by the 
bleſſings of civil Hberty, by the virtues 
of the national character, by all the en- 
joyments which conſtitute your happineſs 
: and ſecurity ; bury your animoſities in the 

| moſt elevated ſentiments of attachment to 
your country. Let the criſis of danger be 
the moment of unanimity. Emulate the 
bright examples of your anceſtry, by a no- 
ble devotion to the public cauſe ; and ſhew, 
that with virtue to enjoy, you have ſpirit to 
defend, the edifice they erected td dignify 

Ke” your 


( 3s ) 
condition! Remember, into your hands 


they: have committed, as a ſacred: legacy to 
maintain, the accumulated glory of ages! 


Shew by the magnanimity of your conduct, 
in preſerving it from decay, that you are 
worthy of being the depoſitaries of ſo venes 
rable and illuſtrious a truſt! Already the 
fleeting events of the age are haſtening to. 
the judgment of poſterity. - Be it your deſ- 


tiny to preſent the hiſtorian at her bar, de- 
corated with the annals of your fame, to in- 
ſcribe upon the imperial page of nations 
the unperiſhable tribute of her applauſe. 
And if, in the decadence of empires, it ſhould 


be the fate of other kingdoms to periſh by 
the volcanic force of that moral earthquake 


which yet convulſes Europe to its centre, 
with you at leaſt may it meet its bounds, 
in the loyalty and good ſenſe of the people; 
and Ireland, like En gland, preſerved from 
the wreck, ſtill continue to be the aſy- 
lum of the unfortunate, the refuge of the 
ſciences, 
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